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F,iier don Pedro> Iohn the basiard.' 

Pedro Wliat fecrtet hath held you here , that you followed 
not to Leonatoes? 

Bene. 1 w ould your Grace would conftraine me to tell. 

Pedro I charge thee on thy allegeance* 

‘Ben. Y ou hearc, Count Claudio, I can be fccrct as a dumb 
man , I wouldc hauc you thinke fo ffeutonmy allegiance, 
iriarice you this, on my allegiance Jhc is in loue* with who^nov? 
that is your Graces part: marke. how fhort his anfwer is, with 
Hero Leonatoes fhort daughter* 

Clau. Ifthis wcre.fo,fo were it vttred. 

Bened. Like the olde tale, my Lord, it is not fo, nortwas 
not fo : but indcedc,God forbid itfhould be fo* 

Claudio If my paffion change not (hortlv, God forbid it 
fliould be otherwife. 

Pedro Amen , if you loue her , for the Lady is very well 
worthy. 

£ laudw, You fpeake this to fetch me in, my Lord* 

Pedro By my troth I' fpeake my thought. 

Claudio And in faith, my Lord, I fpoke mine* 

Bened. And by my two faiths and troths, myLordc,I 
fpoke mine. 

Clau. That I loue her, I feele, 

Pedro That Hie is worthy, I know. 

Bened. That I neither feele how flhe fliould beloucd , nor 
-know how flic fliould be worthie, is the opinion that firecan 
not melt out of me, I will die in it at the flake. 

Pedro Thou waft euer an obftinate heretique in the dc- 
fpight of Beauty. 

Clau. And neuer could maintainc his part, but in the force 
of his.wil* 

Bene. That a woman tonceiued me,I thanke her : that (he 
brought me vp, I likewife giueher moft humble thankes:but 
that I will haue a rechate winded in my forehead, or hang mV 
bugle idian inuifibie baldrickc, all women (hall pardon mee : 
becaufe I will not doe them the wrong to miftruft any, I will 

doe my felfe the right to truft none : and the fine is , (f° r 

which 


about Ps^othirig. 


wKichlmay go the finer,) I will liue abacheller. 

pedro I (ball fee thee ere f die, looke pale with loue. 

r Bene. With anger, with fickeneffe, or with hunger, my 
f_ord,not with loue : proue that euer I loofe more blood with 
loue then I will getagaine with drinking, picke out mine eies 
with a Ballad-makers penne^nd hang me vp at the doore of a 
brothel houfe for the figne of blinde Cupid. 

Pedro Well, if euer thou doft fall from this faith, thou wilt 
prooue a notable argument. 

Bene. If I do, bangme in a bottle like a Cat, and fliootc at 
me, and he that hits me, kt him be dapt on the (boulder, and. 
calld Adam. 

ppedro Wel!,as time flial trie:in time the fauage bull doth 
beare the yoake. 

Bene. The fauage bull may .but if euer the fenfihle Bene- 
dicke beare it, pluckc off the bulls homes, and fet them in my 
forehead, and let me be vildly painted , andmfuch great let- 
ters as they write, here is good horfetohyre : let them figni- 

fie vnder mv figne , here you may fee Benedickc the married 

. \ ’!*■*,* 

man* 

Claudio If this fliould euer happen, thou wouldft be horn 
madde. 

Pedro Nav, if Cupid hauc not fpent all his quiucr in Ve- 
nice, thou wilt quake for this fhortly. 

Bened. I looke for an earthquake too then. 

Pedro Well, you will temporize with the howres , in the 
meanetime, goodfignior Benedickc, repaire to Leonatoes, 
commend me to him , and tell him 1 will not faile him at fup- 
per, for indeede he hath made great preparation. 

Bened. I haue almoft matter enough in mee for foche an 
Embafl'age, and fo I commit you. 

Clan- T o the tuition of God : from my houfe if I had it. 

"Pedro The fixtof Iuly : your louing friend Benedickc. 

Bened \ Nay mockenot, mockenot, the body ofyour di£ 
courfe is fometime guarded with fragments , and the guardes 
arebut flightly bafted on neither, ere you flowt old ends any 
further, examine your confluence, and fo 1 leaue you. exit 
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